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1867-2026 – Celebrating Our 159th Year

The Beauty in What We Often Overlook 
Many of us have knelt at the altar, our hands resting on the familiar railings 

and our knees on the soft needlepoint covers of the kneeling pads. They have 
been there for as long as most can remember—quiet, steady, and often unno-
ticed. Yet these beautiful pieces hold a story worth pausing to appreciate. 

These covers were entirely hand-stitched in 1973, a labor of devotion that 
took three years to complete. Within them are more than one million stitches, 
created from 240 skeins of yarn and representing over 1,500 hours of careful, 
patient work. The 36 symbols woven into the designs are completely original, 
thoughtfully created by Mrs. Clayton Baker for the Cairo Methodist Church. Each 
symbol carries meaning, intention, and faith—stitched together one thread at a 
time. 

It is easy, in the rhythm of our Sundays, to overlook what has always been 
there. What once was new and remarkable can quietly become part of the back-
ground. But these kneeling pads are more than functional—they are a testament 
to dedication, creativity, and a deep love for the church and its worship. 

As we approach our next Communion on May 10, we invite you to take a spe-
cial moment at the altar—not only for reflection and prayer, but also to notice 
and appreciate the craftsmanship beneath your knees. May that moment serve 
as a quiet acknowledgment of the care and devotion that made them possible. 

Perhaps they also serve as a gentle reminder for us beyond the sanctuary. So 
often in life, the most meaningful things sit right in front of us—steady, faithful, 
and familiar—and yet we pass them by without truly seeing them. We grow ac-
customed to the beauty, the effort, and the blessings woven into our everyday 
lives. 

This week, may we take a moment to slow down and notice. To look a little 
closer. To appreciate the details that surround us—the seen and the unseen—
and to give thanks for the quiet gifts that so often go unrecognized. 

 

Blessings, 

Nancy Vance; Admin Assistant



CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY: 
The Pastor and members of Cairo 

First Church extend their deepest sym-
pathy to the family and friends of 
Mrs. Carolyn Trawick, and to Mr. and  Mrs. 
Tommy Pharis and family in the death of 
their son, Mr. Alex Groveneveld. 

MEMORIALS: 
Memorials have been given to the 

church in loving memory of 

MR. HOWELL MCKINNON JR. 
By: Ms. Wynell Mitchell 

MRS. CAROLINE TRAWICK 
By:Ms. Sue Maddox 

Ms. Wynell Mitchell 
Demetrius & Jeffrey Cox 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Cliett 
Mr. & Mrs. David McCurry 
Ms. Peg Thomas 

MR. JULIAN RAWLS 
By: Ms. Barbara Maxwell 

 
UPCOMING DATES/EVENTS: 

   May 2 - 7am-noon Yard Sale; 
Backpack Missions 

   May 3 - 5:00 pm Handbell Concert 

   May 7 - National Day of Prayer 

 May 10 - Mother’s Day 

 May 12 - Last day for Preschool 

 May 31 - June 4th 
5:30-7:30 pm VBS 

  June 7 -  Blood Drive 

 
CHURCH CALENDAR: 

All though the Church facilities are 
large enough for multiple meetings to 
avoid conflicts, please contact the 
church office to put events and meet-
ings on the church calendar. 

 
BACKPACK MINISTRY: 

The Backpack Ministry will be host-
ing a YARD SALE fund-raiser on Satur-
day, May 2 in the Fellowship Hall. 
Keep this in mind when ‘spring clean-
ing’ as you may wish to donate your 
gently used items. The backpack mini-
stry provides a needed service for area 
children to have meals when school is 
not in session. All donated items 
should be placed in the Mission House 
or Fellowship Hall. 

NEW YOUNG ADULT SS CLASS: 
Meets at 10:00 am on Sunday. The 

class will meet in the last room on the 
right down the hallway from the 
Chapel in the fellowship hall. There is 
a nursery for babies and SS for chil-
dren. 

 

HANDBELL CONCERT: 
The Capitol Bells will present a free 

handbell concert “Popcorn, Playbills & 
Prima Donnas” on Sunday, May 3rd at 
5:00 pm in the Sanctuary for all to 
enjoy. Please share the word and bring 
a friend to enjoy the evening! 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIORS AND RETURNING 
COLLEGE STUDENTS: 

Go to the church website for the 
scholarship guidelines and application 
for the Fall semester. Deadline for ap-
plications is June 1st. Or contact the 
church office for a copy. 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES: 
Can be found in the downstairs hall-

way of the main building. If there is not 
an envelope with your name, please 
notify the church office and a package 
will be made available. 

 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE PADS: 
Please sign in each Sunday and 

print your first and last names clearly 
so your attendance can be recorded 
correctly. Visitors, if you would like to 
be on the Weekly Bulletin mailing list, 
please indicate that as well. Please in-
clude your telephone number and cur-
rent mailing address. 

 
 

TALENT SEARCH 
The Roddenbery Memorial Library 

is reaching out for volunteers to share 
their talents once a week or once a 
month. They are searching for individ-
uals who love to share with others with 
talents such as painting, dancing, writ-
ing, jewelry making, yoga, origami, 
knitting, calligraphy, pilates, herbol-
ogy, public speaking, photography - 
just to name a few. Please contact 
Mason or Diane at ( 229)377-3632. 

 



Week of May 3-9 
2026 

Remember in 
Prayer 
OUR KNOWN ILL: (AS OF TUESDAY) 

TALLAHASSEE MEMORIAL: 
Mr. Keith Campbell 
AT HOME: 
Mr. Everett Allen 
Mr. Phillip Almon 
Mrs. Louise Anderson 
Mr. Doug Branch 
Mr. Ray Butler 
Mr. David and Mrs. Catherine Elkins 
Mrs. Betty Hester 
Mr. Jerome and Mrs. Gayle Martin 
Mrs. Eleanor McKinnon 
Mrs. Faye Miller 
Mr. Jeb Owens 
Mr. Ross Sims 
Mr. Gene and Mrs. Sarah Smith 
Mr. Herbert W. and Mrs. Mary Wind 

The Church and its ministries, the Church Staff 
and all Church members. 

NURSING HOME/ASSISTED 
LIVING RESIDENTS: 
ARCHBOLD LIVING, CAIRO: 
Mrs. Mary Meill 
Mrs. Donnis Ward 
MAGNOLIA PLACE: 
Mrs. Dot Moses James 
Mr. Freddie Lyle 
Mrs. Nell Mitchell 
Mrs. Janet Murphy 
Mrs. Barbara Spooner (Mother of Ron Spooner) 
LEGACY VILLAGE, THOMASVILLE, GA: 
Mrs. Catherine Wood (Mother of Becky Hopkins) 
Mr. Rusty Wood (Brother of Becky Hopkins) 
RESIDENCE INN AT THE OAKS, THOMASVILLE, GA 
Mr. Bob and Mrs. Marjorie Taylor 
PRESBYTERIAN HOME, QUITMAN, GA: 
Mrs. Opal Prince 
LA MESA, CA: 
Charlene Powell 

7730 Saranac Place #11, Le Mesa, CA 91942 
 

Sunday, May 3: 

8:00 am Early Worship 

9:00 am † Contemporary Worship 

10:00 am Sunday School 

11:00 am † Traditional Worship 
5:00 pm Youth Night 
5:00 pm Capitol Bells Concert 

Sanctuary 

Monday, May 4: 
1:30 pm Mah Jong 

(Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 pm Laity Meeting 

Tuesday, May 5: 
8:00 am Men’s Prayer Group 

10:00 am Ladies’ Prayer Goup 

Wednesday, May 6: 
No music activities 

No CNS Meal 

Thursday, May 7: 
7:00 am-noon Yard Sale; 
Backpack Ministry in the Fellowship 

Hall 
8:30 am Service on CNS Channel 6 

Friday, May 8: 
2:00 pm Service on CNS Channel 6 
9:00 pm Service on CNS Channel 6 

 † Live streaming 

Birthday Greetings 
May 3: Will Bundrick, III 

May 6: Joshua McCaskill, 
Frances Thrower 

May 7: Robert Joyner 

May 9: Kelley Ingram, Ross Sims, 
Harris Strickland 

AN ACCOUNT OF OUR 
STEWARDSHIP 
4/26/26 
Attendance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .94 

Weekly Needs . . . . . . . . . . .$9,753.00 

Weekly Receipts  . . . . . . . .$3,020.00 

Missions / Gideons  . . . . . . .$600.00 

Memorial/In Honor  . . . . . . .$730.00 

BUCKET BRIGADE: 
The Bucket  br igade offe r ings 

( loose change in  buckets )  goes to 
miss ion  pro jects  that  the  church 
sponsors  th roughout  the  year.  
With hot  weather  approaching,  
the offer ing for  May wi l l  go to 
Ca i ro  F i rst  Methodist  Church 
FAN Min ist ry.  Th i s  commit tee 
co l lec ts  funds  to  purchase  box 
fans for  those in  need in  the com-
munity.  



Sunday, May 3, 2026 

KID MIN CORNER 

NEWS FROM…STACEY 

Acolytes (both services):  William Stoddard and Bret Sanders 
Buckets:  Theo Stoddard and Brecken Sanders 
 

Sunday Evening: Join us  for a high-energy performance by The Capitol Bells from •
Tallahassee, Fla.! Replacing our regular Sunday activities, this family-friendly concert 
features popular hits and show tunes that kids and adults alike will love. Come see this 
incredible handbell ensemble in action! 

When: This Sunday night @ 5 (In lieu of regular events) •

Where: Sanctuary •

Featuring: Fun, recognizable music for all ages! •

 
Pack your bags for the Emerald Isle! We’re heading across the sea for an •
Irish-themed Vacation Bible School adventure. From rolling green hills to 
ancient truths, it’s going to be a “grand” time for everyone! 

Dates: Sunday, May 31st – Thursday, June 4th •
Time: 5:30-7:30 •
Scan code to the right to register!•

 

YOUTH MINISTRY   

NEWS FROM…KELSEY 

Youth Sunday School every Sunday morning at 10:00 am •
With the upcoming mission trip to Honduras, I am needing a few supplies to take with me. •

I will visit the village of Las Hortencias with my group, and we will pray with the families and 
present with them a gift pack for their home. The packs will consist of toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, hairbrushes, combs, wash cloths, bars of soap, fingernail clippers, underwear and 
socks for small boys and girls. Anything you could give, would be much appreciated! I would 
love to involve my church family in this mission opportunity. This will be the biggest blessing 
of the trip! I will fly out on May 30th, so items will be needed no later than Sunday, May 24th. 
Please drop off any items in the spare office in the main church building! Thank you!!

email: morgans@tcitys.org 
text: 912-242-3983

email:       westkelsey09@gmail.com 
cell/text:  (229) 413-3561

Traditional Informal – Chapel 8:00 am

Contemporary – Sanctuary (Livestream) 9:00 am

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (Registration of Attendance) 

WORSHIP *

OFFERING 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Stacey Morgan 

SCRIPTURE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Exodus 25:1 (Pew Bible Page 58) *

SERMON  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Doug Simmons 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Exodus 25:1 (Pew Bible Page 58) 

SERMON  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Doug Simmons 

THOSE WHO SERVE: 8:00 AM:   Carolyn Stafford - accompanist 

* Please stand as you are able.

THOSE WHO SERVE: 9:00 AM:  SS Greeters/Ushers:   Jarrett Harrison, Robert Hudson; 
Worship Team:  Brian Morgan - vocals, guitar;  Stacey Morgan - vocals, keys;  Miller Kate 
Morgan - bass; Joe Porter - cajon; 
Tech:  Will Bundrick - video;    Liam Bundrick - streaming;



Sunday, May 3, 2026

 
Altar Guild:  Anne Richter & Ruth Sims;  Ushers:  Chuck Tyler, Larry Cliett 

Traditional Service (Livestream) 11:00 am

* Please stand as you are able.

After the Benediction, you are dismissed +
or feel free to remain in the sanctuary and enjoy the Postlude

Easter V Christian Color: White

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY 

OPENING VOLUNTARY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. Ed Self 
Toccatina on “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” - Fedak 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Doug Simmons 

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  . . . . . . . . . .The Nicene Creed . . . . . . . . . .UMH 880 *

HYMN OF PRAISE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .No. 399 *
Take My Life, and Let It Be 

OFFERTORY PRAYER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Doug Simmons 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. Self 
Guide My Feet - Williams 

DOXOLOGY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .No. 95 *

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Doug Simmons 

SPECIAL MUSIC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. Jeremy Moore 

SCRIPTURE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .EXODUS 25:1 (PEW BIBLE PAGE 58) *

SERMON . . . . . . . . .What God Wants From Us  . . . . . . . . .Rev. Doug Simmons 

HYMN OF RESPONSE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .No. 581 *
Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service 

BENEDICTION  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Doug Simmons *

POSTLUDE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. Self +
Llanfair - Travis



Bill Baker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pastor 

Nancy Vance  . . . . . . .Adm. Assistant 

Stacey Morgan  . . . .Children’s Director 

Kelsey West  . . . . . . . . . .Youth Director 

Jeremy Moore  . . . . . . .Music Director 

Ed Self  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Organist 

Brian Morgan 
 . . . . .Contemporary Worship Leader 

Rebekah Harrell  . . . . . . .Preschool Director 

Church Office  . . . . . . .229-377-3051 

Emergency Numbers . .478-550-4782 

239-229-6434 
Parsonage  . . . . . . . . . .229-216-3014 

EMAILS: When sending emails to the 
church office, please use the following 
address: 

adm.cairofum@syrupcity.net

Directory

E-MAILS ADDRESS/CELL PHONE 
NUMBERS: Contact with church 
members is very important. Please turn 
in email addresses and cell phone 
numbers especially if you no longer use 
a land line for your telephone. Thanks 

Name____________________________  

E-Mail ___________________________  

Cell Number______________________  
Thanks ever so much! 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPERS 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPERS: 
Please note the church kitchen is 

now closed for renovations. All activ-
ities normally held in the kitchen are 
cancelled and committees are asked 
to make alternate arrangements until 
further notice. Additionally, our CNS 
dinners, deliveries and Wednesday 
night supper programs are cancelled 
for the summer, and will resume when 
the children return to school.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
If you would be willing 

to volunteer in the chil-
dren’s or youth activities, 
please contact Stacey Morgan or Kel-
sey West. 

Safe Sanctuary training is a require-
ment, but they will be glad to assist 
you with anything that needs to be 
done. 

 

BABY SNUGGLERS WANTED! 
The Children’s Department needs 

volunteers to help in the nursery dur-
ing the Sunday School hour and the 
11:00 Service. Contact Stacey if you’d 
like to spend your Sunday morning 
rocking and loving on our babies. 

 

SANCTUARY GUIDELINES: 
In order to keep the pew cushions 

and floors clean, please do NOT bring 
any food or drink (except water) in the 
sanctuary. Greasy food and sweetened 
drink do make a mess. We appreciate 
you abiding these rules to keep the 
sanctuary in pristine condition. 

 

BE GOOD STEWARDS: 
When you leave the sanctuary on 

Sunday morning, please take a minute 
to replace the hymnal and/or Bible in 
the rack. Also, please take your used 
tissue and bulletin with you upon de-
parting. 

Thanks for your assistance as we do 
not have custodians coming in after 
Sunday services. 


